Week 2: Thesis Statement – Victoria Wilkerson

Background

When I was working as a Pre-k teacher, the system used for collecting data for our students was at most times a daunting task. Using 3 different types of systems: One required Eduphoria, an electronic data collection system. Another electronic data collection system, Rethink was optional. The third system consist of teachers creating their own data sheets to track IEP goals, report cards based on IEP goals of each individual students, preacademic skills, and anecdotal notes. Once data is collected, the teachers house (store) the data in notebooks, student folders or a file in the classroom. The current system of data collection and analysis is inefficient with the teachers’ data on their students spread across multiple student information systems. Teachers are required to use multiple login credentials depending on the system being used. They are collecting data and then transferring data to another system for analysis or storage. There is no consistency in how the data is being collected, stored, or analyzed from teacher to teacher. If a student transfers from one teacher to another teacher, the new teacher is giving hard copies of collected data. 

Problems with current way of collecting data is there is no consistency of how data is collected. Minimal consistency in what data is being collected. Multiple systems being used to collect data; using at least a dozen data sheets per child to collect data. No administrative access to the data without meeting with the teacher. No formal expectation of how to collect data. Storage of data (data must be kept for a minimum of 1 school year). Wait time for data to be returned to teachers for their use when putting data into Eduphoria. The number of hours required to assimilate the data for analysis. The system of data collection for Pre-K students with disabilities is in serious need of an overhaul to improve the system so teachers are spending more time teaching the students then collecting data and analyzing it which is the driving force behind directing their instruction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Statement of Purpose:

Data collection among Pre-k teachers needs to unified utilizing a system that would offer a single, efficient mechanism facilitating the collection, analysis, and storing of student data allowing teachers to focus more on instruction and less on data collection.



